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THE TALK OF THE TOVN
THE JPOMING JCENE

In the Bronc, "Irabu" spells
blis ia an1 language.

gether on the mound, chewing gum
clamped down, mind-set unknown,
hond a sigh, leamd ad boued, cricked
his 1eft leg md duew a called stike to the
Tigers' first-inning leadotr man, Brian
Huter, ending a spons prehpe posibly
unmatched since last montht heavtrcQht
debade h Las Vegas, and beginning a
pleasurable erening s work that matched
all erpectation. 'I wouldn't sel this night
for anlthing," the neu€st and strangest
Yankee celebrity dedared (duough an in-
terpreter) after the game ended--- finan
cial evaluation not to be taken lightly,
coming as it did ftom a rookie who had
signed on for $ 12.8 nillion (fo four pan),
,nd who had enjoyed a tull-scale City Ha1l
photo op with Mayor Giuliani before ever
*rowing (or witnessing) a single pitch to
a rnajorJugue batter. Before lons, he had
dxown nineq e[ht oftlem, sirq one for
strikes Qood for nine strikeouts in six and
two drirds innings), and was allowed to
take his seat, pelted by happy sounds issu
ing ftom 51,901---no, 103,802-tonsiIs,
minus surgery wirh the Yankees ahead,
10-2 (it w"s 10-3 in the end), in an inter-
hemispherical lausher. Just possibll bme
bal's nv era had begu.

After dre Yanks he$ftnybatted mmd
in two nccessive imirys, pe€ling arvay al

; tension, the players and the ecstntic Sta
E dium multidde; -ere fie€ to give ftl at-

-: t€ntion to rlE odrer ewnt of the ewniry,

! which was intemational commurication.
i Aroud the Stadium, fans had been put
E trng oor4n rcns or
f for each habuwhltr on the Stadium fac
? ings, but witlJapanese rruiations: a pair of

ideograms for 'tuileout" in Japrnese, r
terser "K,' in the katakam phonetic alpha-
bet, behhd the loge level in short left.
On the opposite, Ya,rkee side, John De
Somrna and Steve Palladino, a couple of
fans from New Jersey, were hanging
up erds marked f,, one by one, under
the impression that they neant 'stdke

ouC-th{d cribbed ftom a headline in
the BergElR .dltlat moming--$ut t\ey
were politely tipped o{f by some nearby
Japanese-born rooters that it was the
"I' fiom "Inbu.' '.ll\&aterer," opined a
gent in the next row' 'It's the thought

Up in the press box, I was struck dumb
by an exotic forestry ofJapanese appeariry
on the word-processor s,re€n ofa neigh-
bor scribe, Mr. Yoshinori Nakai, of the
Mainichi newspaper chairl ard in a pause
he told m€ tiat the Irabu story w:snt go-
ing to be easy for his readen back hone to
srmlloq since the twenty-eight-year-old
pitcher had turned his back on his old
tean, the Chibe Lotte Marines, while
stubbonny (or prudently) insisting on sign
ing only with the Ya,rkeel 'This is a story
for the l.cunger generation," he said. 'Oth

ers hare . . .'He paused.
"Mixed feelings!' I sugested.
"Ah, ps, 'mixed feelings'l Thanl you.'
In the Yan&ee dubhouse later, Derek

Jeter, the dashing shortstop, was talk
ing to three female Japanese reporters.
'Hideki had r 1ot ofconposure out tiere,"
he said.

" 'Compo*ure,' " said one oftneloug

'You got iq" Jeter said, ard the women
laughed, bending over with happiness.

144rcn the Yanlees came otrthe field
after the postgame handshrkings and
6st bumpings, Manager Joe Tone cut
in front of Irabu, and, with caretul
mime, tipped his cap toward the fans.
Irabu, a quick study, caught on and
tipped his---nd won a last, ftll-ttuoated
roar of appreciation. -RocER ANGELL

THE PICTURE.'

Star treatment for 
"Men in

Blar&" \ sixlegged extras.
rfaHE villain jn the movie
I 'Men in Black ;s a gjmr

cockoach from another gal
ary. The filrn, consistent with
movies dating back to 'Them"

(1954), taka a fan! traditional approach
to imect dllainp '8ugs tlrirc on carnage,"
'Men in Black' 's 

fuent K Gormy Ltr
Jone$ sap in one scene. 'They consume,
infest, md desloy. Theylive ofrlre death
and decay of other species.' Though tle
film rnay demonize roaches, the dnector,
Barry Somenfeld, vaats to make it dear
that he and his crew \rent to geat parns to
show respect for t}re livirg roaches on the
set .\Me alwa)6 had to have people tiere
6om the American Humane Association,"
Sonnenfeld said recendy ftom a poolside
phone at the Hotel Bel Air. 'In each shot
nt had to tell them how mary roaches ne
wtre using. So ifwe had eighE roaches
coming out ofa Dumpster they would ac-
turly coult-lVer€ stil missing three,
gup' andwedlxshootingattendrousand
dollan an hour, lookhg for dree roaches.'

Needles to say, when AgentJ (\4411
Smith) crushes a number ofroaches un-
derfoot late in the movie, those are stunt
doubla. 'It4ustard pacls," Sornenfeld said.
Youle allowed to step on mustard pack
because at the moment there's no musturd-
defanution league. We also had hundreds

Ni"n-1'#
deki Irabu, feet to-
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oflitde rubber maches, which louie also
allowed to step on. But youd ner.er, ever
step on a real roach. IlWill rccidentally
did step on one, we'd all go, 'Oh nan, I nt
sorry.'The bug mglen would say, Wel!
jut make sure you dont do it agin.'

'Ihe Humane Associationt acitude is
that it can't draw the line anlwhere,' the
director continued. 'Ifit sap, We11, weie
not mrried about roaches,' then someone
dse wiII say, You let those guls kil tlose
roaches, why cark we kill ntsl'And the
ndt thing )ou kno1v, thelre kiling dogs
and horses and stutr"

There's one thing stil puzzling Son-
nenfeld. '144ratt wend," he said, "is tlat
in case any roaches did get 1ost, at the
od of the shooting day w wre allowed
to inigate n\e stage." D,4.\D SHENK

PO'TPAITTUM DEPT

A diferent li.nd af nannl
tracL in Central Par&.

ffg=o-Jl:,',1!::
dn E L- a couPte ot dozen

AJ1!-- mosdy new moru,
still young enough to be addicted to their
teenisms, take L\eir bnbies in stfollers and
gadru h Central Park lor a fifty minute
qocise dass called Strollaciz. The babies
are, like, you know, four wel<s old, ten
weeks old, one year, whatever. Some of
then are still wearing the pink or blue hats
tley got in t\e hospital. Others ved Baby
Gap porkpies or too otesy oversized base
ball caps on sidoise, and one has on a
seventy dola! T,rtine et Chocolat hand
madejob. Most ofthe moms had entered
the competitive workflrce, stayed awhile,
and then took natemity leare ofit Today,
in dass, their pupose is to shape up, lose
poundage, bolster Ieg musdes, tone skn,
appear interested in having s* agrin. The
moms, looking somewhat underjoyous,
haw loaded then babia up on milk md are
countirg on tnem to keep quiet rntil the

\44rile waiting to stat their workout,
dre moms are eager to talk to an)dodywho
seems to listen. They wete narketplace
mmpetitirr, but now drey focus tleir com-
petitive slills on one another. They com
pare their pregnancies. ("I had in
continence 1ou wouldnt believe.") They
conpae who had an easy deliveqs who
pushed rnore; who had an epidual; who
got ignored or treated rudely while in the

hospital conidor awaiting de1ire51 whose
obstetrician c{ed; who got onlywhat she
needed as presens; t*ro got prestigious pIe-
sents; uho got ludywith a nanry5 *'ho has
the Peg ?erego stroler ("It's the sturdi
est"); who has the Emnaljunga snoller
("It's the nost indestruaible and canies a
weeks supply of groceria undemeatn').

A baby cries. ks nom talks to it in mc-
tuous momny singsig "Oh, 

F, it's so-Go
roagl being a babn isn t itl Poor litde ba-
bp I know i* so o o zzg, being a baby."

The b$n not satisfed, scearns. The
morn plops a paciner in its moufi.

The noms are lining up, lookng to
the leadership of Elizabeth Trindade,
the StrollerciE originator, a dark haired
woman, hd-musded, super conndenl
A no nonsensc drill sergeant.

'Warmups," Elizaberh barks. "Arm up
and overhead. Other arm up, up, and
over.' She shom how She is a mom of
three. She has lost fourteen pounds since
her now two month-old wrs boln. ("I
sta-rted right away, ad I nean immedi-
ately, puling in the gu! right in d,e hos-
pital.") One of Elizabeth's instnctors
is Mariah Seminara, a leggy blond c-
Californian, weariry a cap with her pony-
tail hanging out ofr\e hole behind. She
wears-'as a kick," she salsz Westem
Samoan T-shirt that says "Suasusu o k
Tina: :Pz; quia lc Pepe nai re nahau
Iara' which basicaly means "Breast

fad your baby.' She's newly naried
and childles. Unlike the moms, sh€ is
noticeably high-spirited and carefree.

The rnoms watch her with admiration.
The moms do warmups. March in

place! Irgs upl They stil ta]l while mov
iry. One-upmanship is in the ail.

'I never give rny baby a pacifier."
"This pacifier is diferentit's a teeth-

ilg dng, wifl fngers. lt smel1s like ranilla.
They lawit."

Some mons ue bloated. E[zabeth and
Mariah regud them qmpnhetically but
without tolerance for their bulges. Jog
ir piac. Kick youJ rear. Ki& your butt.
Bellybutton in. Hmds up. Get tlat heart
rate up. Stomach ir Curyiry $e bfu
rnade 1ou bend orer. Straighten up. Upl

The morns run, pushhg the strollas.
They still talk But now they re tdling de

another how good they were in tlejr jobs,
how much then bosses needed drem, be-
fore the baby. They were cable telnision
prcducers, la*yers, financial anal)sts, !io-
linists. They tell how theirjobs wre sp-
ciaL Only a kindergarten teacher feels oth-
efise; she sa) she defnitely. 11\ fatbe ^
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